CUE OC ASOUAD: 
race HORAN 


<HIMM! THAT IG THE ONE, 
CATBEYE! HEISTHEGAITIN \ 
WITH THE MYSTERIOUS 
POWERS WHO ATTACKED 

US IN THE GARAGE! > 


LISGEN TIGHT! YOU SEEN ME, 
‘SEEN WHAT I CAN Do. Tim NOT 
AMAN TO MAKE IDLE 
THREATS... 


— 5 | 
HE SAI MAKING: 3 
AN IDLE THREAT... 


EAT. 
Woe 
J 


ME ABOUT THAT! 
lo, 


3 


TiME. JUST SHOOT THIS 
FOOL.> 


TOLD US, YES. THAT YOU ARE You wit 
JT] ASIMPLE HONEST WHORE. THATV PROBABLYGO 
KILLING TIDEWATER WAS AN TOXOURGRAWE 
ACCIDENT, THAT HE TOLD YOu SAYING ALL 


ITS LIKE THIS, 
CAPTAIN--MY MATE 


SEEZNOTHNO SIMPLER, W HEGENERATES A 


/ OOU WILL REALLY 
1 RELEASE THEM I 
THIS WORKS2> 


HUH! THAT 
SUAELL! YOUREMND 
‘ME OF MY MOTHER. 


T-MY KAME IS NATALIA ANDREYEYNA || 
PIRI. T AM A... WHORE TRAINED FOR 
ESPIONAGE; A LASTOCHKI, OR 
"GWALLOW IN ENGLIGH. MY COTENAME 
1S LAMIA; MY FIRST MARK, AGRESK 
ATTACHE THAT I COMPROMISED, 
aman THIS NAME 


1 CAN MANIPULATE MY PHEROMONES, 
(MAKE PEOPLE--MEN ESPECIALLY--9O 


HELPMY SISTER NATALIA INHER MEDICAL 
ES, BUT ONLY SO LONG AS 
T LIVE THIS LIFE--! 


Loox, 1e1S VV Wee GREAT FRIENTS, YOU AND 
YOU AND ME BE ME. I’ THEONLY MAN IN THE WORLD: 
FRIENOS, OKAY2,, YOU CAN TRUST, WHO CARES 
ABOUT YOu, TM GENUINELY 
INTERESTED IN YOU. 


THATS WHY YOU KILLED THATGUY 
TIDEWATER, RIGHT? BUT HE TOL? YOU 
WHERE THE GUNS WERE, DIDN'T HE2 

THE GUNG HE WAS TRYING TO SELL? 

WHERE ARE THEY, NATALIAZ 


THERE IS A RUINED TEMPLE 
20 MILES DUE SOUTH OF KOHNLEH, 
122 MILES DUE EASTOF BAN METHUCT 
IN VIETNAM. AN OLD VIETCONG 
AILMLANITION DUMP 1S HIDDEN 
IN A TEMPLE. 


WHATIS 


YOU KNOW, I 9O BELIEVE YOUR’ 


NEAR THE CAMBODIA/VIETNAM 
BORDER. WE'RE LESS THAN 
THIRTY KILOMETERS AWAY, 
BY MY RECKONING. 


ED 
WITH THE REGTOF THE 
ON 


EXPRESS FOR EARLY 
PICK-UP, IF POSSIBLE. 
VERTIGO OuT. 


<NO, ALTHOUGH H, 
HELICOPTERS FOL! 


DSCREET D1 AND HA 
OUR GROUNT TROOPS REATY GO? Aiea 


‘SHALL WE INTERCEPT 
THEM2> 


WHEN WE GO. IN THE 
MEANTIME, LET US: 


FINO THE WEAPONS.» & 
— —— > 


WE, TOO, HAVE A CAPTIVE-- 
BUT ONE WHO DOES MY WILL. 
NIGHTSHADE, DISPOSE OF THESE 


OBSTACLES IN MY WAY. INCLINED TO DO ANYTHII 
SAY! 
you a 
HA HA ENCHANTRESS!. 


7 <OF COURSE, 
HONORED OYABUN! 
BUT WILLTHEY NOT 


THE (MPOSSIBLE JUST 
BECAME POSSIBLE, RYU. Je 


TELL ME --ARE THERE 
NO BONDS STILL BETWEEN US: 


YOU ORDEREO THE DEATH 
OF MY COUGIN. YOU OWE MY 
FAMILY A DEATH. 


ie 


SINCE JERUSALEM, 


SECRET MEMBER OF THi 


~ 
a 
ag 
=e 
a= 
i 


G Zar. 


> 


TURNER! 
Oy, AMI 
GApD SEE 

7 
Lop. 
@ 


Sh 


11 Jab A 


NIGHTSHADE. HERE'S THE 6TORY. WE'RE 
ALL GOING TO DIE UNLESS YOU CANGET US 
ONE OF YOUR TUNNELS BACK TO 
HOTEL. CAN GO? 


) IN MUCH Yn 
NOW 


Yes. WiLL 
BE IN SOME 
PAIN FORA 


‘CHOOM OFF! EVERY TIME ONE OF THESE 
TSAL NE OF 


——. 
SS 
NEXT: WAR OF THEGODS 


Dear Suiciders, 

“The Dragon's Hoard” has a promis- 
ing beginning, with lots of double- 
crossing, intrigue, and espionage 
Events moved quickly along in “Dead 
Earnest,” sometimes even faster than 
Lcould keep up with them! I loved it! 
Ziuko betrays his fellow officer, then 
in turn is betrayed by Tidewater and 
handed over to the Khmer Rouge. The 
scene with Amanda and Fujiwara is a 
good example of how complex interna- 
tional relations can get, and how 
thrilling a plot can get when the 
Suicide Squad is involved. I'm thor- 
oughly enmeshed. 

Tt was get to see Tatsu again! 
(Come to think of it, I've missed the 
other Outsiders, tool Isn't there sup- 
posed to be a new book with this team 
coming out sometime?) Though she 
declined Fujiwara’s offer, Katana will 
no doubt become involved in the story- 
line at some point, perhaps even to 
avenge Fujiwara’s death, and I can't 
wait to see her in action! Geof 
Isherwood drew her as an attractive 
woman, and I think she looks great 
with longer hair. Robert Campanella’s 
inks polished off the pencils nicely, 

Catseye was not only exotic and 
scary-looking, but formidable, while at 
the same time it was great to see Eve 
Eden take him out so easily. I loved the 
lines she used while she did it! 
Another very memorable scene waa the 
one with Stalnoivolk, Deadshot and 
Amanda (of course! Her scenes are 
rarely forgettable). What made this 
page so impressive is that we readers 
never even need to actually 
Deadshot in the panels, but he undeni- 
ably makes a statement. Amanda cer- 
tainly knows how to get hired help 
when she needs it. Speaking of which, 
it's great to see Mark Shaw again. 
I like the way he was adamant about 
not rejoining the Squad on a mission, 
then suddenly found himself knee-deep 
in one. He seemed to come back to life 
once he got his feet wet, so he'll be fun 
to follow in the upcoming chapters. 

I can't wait to meet the Red 
Shadows next issue! 


Sincerely, 
Neil Ablquist 
Minneapolis, MN 


Now, THAT'S the kinida letter I like 
to read! 


Dear Squad Leaders, 

It has been a long time since I wrote 
to these or any comic book letters 
pages, but I decided it was time for me 
to break my silence. I have been with 


this book from the beginning. 1 have 
read every story the “new” Squad has 
been involved in and I would just like 
to say: I love it. Keep all the action, 
intrigue, and suspense in the stories of 
late and your book will survive a long 
time, But please, no more pie-throw- 
ing. Bring back Nemesis as a perma- 
nent member of the Squad. I am glad 
to sce Mark Shaw is getting involved 
again. You're the best! 

Matthew Evelsizer 

(no address given) 


Now, THAT'S the kinda letter I like 
to read! 


wees 


Dear Dan, 

What an exciting team you're form- 
ing. It's good seeing Mark Shaw again; 
he's been inactive for far too long now. 
Stalnoivolk will be useful as the wild 
card in the pack—it'll be int to 
watch Deadshot trying to keep this 
‘one under control. I'm also glad to see 
Eve Eden back on the Squad, and from 
reading the lettercolumn, it seems 
that Nemosis will be taking an active 
role again, also. “ 

Of course, it's always slightly worry- 
ing when the Squad gets up to full 
strength like this, because then it's 
time for someone to die. At the 
moment, no one’s really expendable... 
and I've got this horrible feeling that 
Amandu's card may soon be coming up 
(surprise ending to beat all surprise 
endings”?). 

With John soon to take over writing 
CAPTAIN ATOM, do you think it’s 


anything. 
hope Murph takes Amanda up on 
her offer; he’s wasted at Belle Reve. 
Nice art—wonderful cover. When- 
ever it’s possible, Kar] Kesel is the 
man for SQUAD covers. Inside, 
though, Robert Campanella seems to 
work well with Geof. I hope this team 
can stick together longer than the 
average Squad team (of artists or 
characters). 
Rock and roll, 
Rol Hirst 
West Yorkshire 
England 


So? Were you surprised? When that 
doctor came in all sad-looking, and he 
said the patient was dead? Didn't you 
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all just freak out? Did we get all of you 
thinking that Amanda was dead? Did 
we? Well, did we get most of you? 
Some? Any? 

Please write in and let me know. It 
was @ cheap trick (you reading this 
Ostrander?), but hey, it's a buck, right? 
We're cheap! And proud of it! 


Dear SSer's 
I love the way the new SUICIDE 
SQUAD is going, and 1 espec 
loved #53. “The Dragon's Hoard” is 
shaping up nicely. There are so many 
different groups involved in this story. 
it's hard to tell who're the good gu: 
which I like. Stalnoivolk will make a 
great member, so make sure you keep 
him in the Squad. Let's hope he'll find 
the Squad more interesting than the 
Red Shadows, especially since the 
Shadows don’t want him. Gort and 
Boomerang’s relationship will be real 
interesting. And make sure you keep 
Katana as a member, too. If you think 
about it, she'd be perfect. Over the 
years, the Squad’s biggest influences 
have been Batman, Firestorm, and the 
Outsiders. Batman is only an occasion- 
al guest star, and Firestorm is too far 
gone to join any group, so Katana 
would be great, especially if Major 
Victory is brought back. I have a 
hunch Vertigo will buy it in this story 
Vertigo was a good member, but | 
won't miss him. What would be cool is 
if Stalnoivolk helped out Vertigo in his 
suicide attempt. I'm also looking for- 
ward to Catseye and Ben going at it, 
which will be one serious fight. And I'd 
bet my SS #1 that Boomerang and 
Billy Tidewater know each other. As 
far as new members go, I'd like to see 
Major Victory, Creeper, Thorn, 
Captain Comet, Clayface IV, and 
Thunderbolt join the Squad. They're 
all screwed up in one way or another. 
Keep up the good work, guys. 
Steve Johnson 


PS. If you ever do another story like 
52, I'll never read the SUICIDE 
"SQUAD again. 


Dar Squad Scribes, 

Well, you've finally done it 
Stalnoivolk is in the Squad! Now, let's 
hope he stays with them for a while. 
After all, he has practically been aban- 
doned by Zastrow and the Soviet gov- 
ernment—where else does he have to 
go? Keeping him in the group would be 
great. Keeping him under control is 
another problem altogether. 


ved the Wall's explanation of how 
ot the clearance to spring Gort; 
1 wonder what Sarge Steel would say 
about it? Other highlights in the story 
for me were the plot itself (the Squad 
in Japan—excellent), the prospect of 
seeing Katana in action in these pages, 
and Nightshade taking it to Catseye 
(I can't wait to see the Tiger take him 
out!), It looks like John and Kim really 
have some momentum with this story; 
it's going to be a good one! 

Fantastic, enticing, dramatic. These 
are just a few words to describe the 
cover of SUICIDE SQUAD #53. You 
probably sold a few extra copies with 
that one. The interiors by Isherwood 
and Campanella were excellent. I likes 
the idea of Mr. Campanella as a regu- 
lar inker for Geof—the splash page 
looked really good. This is a good art 
team in the making, and I hope the 
powers that be keep them together for 
awhile. 

Issue #53 was a great success, a 
book I awaited impatiently and one 
that did not disappoint me in the 
least. Incidentally, I really like the 
“Dragon's Hoard” logo. Who designed 
it? Until my next letter, take care, and 
thanks for all the hard work! 

Sincerely, 
Scott R. Pyle 

IUP 


428 Esch Hall 
Indiana, PA 15705 


Scott, the “Dragon's Hoard” logo on 
the cover was designed by Lettering 
Lord Todd Klein based on some kibitz- 
ing from art director Curtis King and 
me. The interior logo was done by Geof 
for the splash page of #53, and I liked 
it so much, I took a photostat of it and 
used it in #54-57. 

On behalf of our hard-working team, 
I thank you for your generous com: 
ments, Scott. 


Mr. Raspler: 

No! No! The real Atom is not dead. 
I refuse to believe it. Don't start 
killing off those old heroes. First 
Barry, now you keep trying to tell me 
Ray is dead. Never will I believe such 
a line of crud. There would have been 
a twelve-issue miniseries with 
crossovers and deep implications if he 
were dead, not a one-panel shot of a 
hotel room explosion. 

Well, anyway, any Atom is a good 
Atom. I like this new guy whether he's 
the original or not. I think you should 
do more with him, and I will follow 
Oracle's search into his past. 

When Cray leaned forward and said 
to Barbara on page 12 last panel 
smacked me in the face. I almost 
believed he was talking to me for a 
minute, I realize this was the desired 
effect for most readers, but I never 
expect to be caught off guard anymore. 
I've seen everything. 

Twas thinking of ways through this 
guy’s story until he said Deadshot 
killed his father. This is interesting. 
Hmmmmm. 

Let's see more of this Atom and let's 
see some of the real Atom’s former 
tricks. My favorite was when he 


drilled through the Khund’s shoulder 
like a bullet during INVASION! That. 


was the best, 
Chuck Dill 

10420 Armstrong Street 

Fairfax, VA 22030 


PS. With what Cray said in #44 and 
did in #47, I'm being conned. He held 
off Kobra, for God's sake. 


He drilled through some alien's 
shoulder like a bullet? Eeeuuu! 
Frankly, I don't remember that charm- 
ing bit of business, and I can’t say I'm 
sorry about that, 

Anyway, Chuck, you'll be psyched to 
hear that welll be concentrating on the 
mystery surrounding our diminutive 
Mr. Cray starting in SUICIDE SQUAD 
#59. And for that special storyline, we'll 
be bringing in some very big ringers. 
When Ray Palmer was declared dead in 
#44, if you recall, he had a few DC 
Universe notables in attendance at his 
funeral. And now three of ‘em (old 
teammates of his, in fact), have heard 
bout this new guy with these strange 
shrinking powers, and— 

Oops. Better watch my enthusiasm. 
If I spilled the beans on this one, John 
and Kim would string me up. SUI- 
CIDE SQUAD #59 is where THAT 
particular tale begins, so you'll just 
‘have to wait two months for details! 


wneee 


Dudes, 

I can't honestly say I like the direc- 
tion the Squad is going in. In the first 
several issues, we were introduced to 
a team of murderers, liars, and 
thieves, one of whom got killed every 
third issue or so. Now, no one is dying 
and the team kind of reminds me of 
Mission: Impossible or The A-Team. 

Several of my friends feel the same 
way I do, so do us a favor: dump all 
this espionage crap and go back to the 
senseless violence that made this 
‘comic what it is today. 


PS. Whatever happened to Slipknot? 


You know, Doc, recently we've grown 
quite fond of the sensible violence as 
depicted of late in SUICIDE SQUAD. 
But if your comments spark a sizable 
letter-writing campaign in favor of the 
“go in, screw up, lose a team member, 
get out” stories, then Tl gladly bow to 
the will of the majority. 

Well, folks? How stands the reader- 
ship? Senseless violence or espionage 
crap’ 


Dear Squadders, 

‘As a longtime Mission: Impossible 
fan, I can safely say that I like story- 
lines such as “The Dragon’s Hoard” 
started in #53. It brings the Squad 
more into the real world, which I have 
always assumed was one of the rea- 
sons for the changes begun in #40. 

The Wall made some valid points 
about racism, They're valid because 
her character has experienced them at 
the hands of people like Fujiwara. 


And | like the team Amanda is 
assembling for this mission. Except for 
Katana, none of them is a hero in the 
traditional sense, but they all have 
their own peculiar codes of honor. 
I hope that Deadshot will be a part of 
this team as he, too, has a code of 
honor (of sorts). 

I’m especially glad to see Man- 
hunter again. Though he lost his own 
title, he does not deserve to be cast 
into limbo. I hope he'll be a regular 
part of this title. 

‘The artwork, as always, was great. 
Tcan't draw myself, so I doubly admire 
artists and their talent. 

T hope some of the characters, such 
as Captain Boomerang, Poison Ivy, 
and Count Vertigo, who became more 
than villains through their appear- 
ances in this series, are not forgotten. 

Jerry Wilson 
Lincoln, NE 


Mari), you Sy ‘want to miss this! 


‘taht 2 ee ee 


